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Literature — Drama

William Shakespeare: ,,Macbeth” — A character study in
ambition and terror

Rita Reinheimer-Wolf

erinnen und Schiiler William Shakespeares Tragddie
ach nd Lady Macheth anhand ausgewahlter Szenen. Der
hung liegt auf den Charakterstrukturen der Figuren sowie deren
lauf der Handlung. Mithilfe vielfiltiger Methoden werden
ale Zugange zu der Tragddie geschaffen, insbesondere in Hinblick
otive und Seelenzustdnde der beiden Protaganisten.

& Dave Bheaume Artist/I5tock/Getty Images Plus
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Auf einen Blick

1. Stunde

Thema: Previous knowledge about Shakespeare and "Macbeth”

M1la What do | know about Shakespeare and “Macbeth"? - Basic [ Satza
und -enden einander zuordnen

Mib What do | know about Shakespeare and “Macbeth"? - Inter
Liickentext ausfillen

M1l What do | know about Shakespeare and “Macbeth"? -
Aussagen positionieren und diese diskutieren

Hausaufgabe: Gaf M 2, Aufgabe 1

2~4, Stunde

Thema: The plot of the tragedy

M2 The plot of “Macbeth” inci Denfnhalt von  Macbeth”
zusammenfassen; ein eth” interpretieren und
diskutieren; ein Erklarvideo

Hausaufgabe: Das Video dr

Benatigt Digitale Endge ng zum Erstellen des Videos

5./6. Stunde
Focu

eth? — Tracing the protagonist's development / Zitate von
beth suchen, erldutern und interpretieren; eine Charakterisierung von
beth verfassen
Ha f. die Charakterisierung fertigstellen
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7./8. Stunde
Thema: Analysis of a scene
M4 Analysing a scene — Macbeth as king / Ein Selbstgesprach Macbeths zusam-

menfassen; den Textauszug analysieren und in den Kontext der Tragodie
einordnen; einen comment verfassen

Hausaufgabe: Ggf den comment fertigstellen

9,~11. Stunde
Thema: Focus on Lady Macbeth
ms Analysing Lady Macbeth - Working with extra

Verhalten Lady Macheths erarbeiten; eine Pra
Entwicklung erstellen; eine Debatte durchfiihren

12.13. Stunde
Thema: Characteristics of the genre

Me Play, tragedy and tra
Sachtext lesen und

the Macbeth" [ Einen
fullen; die Informationen des

£ RAABE 2026 | Es gelten die Lizenzbedingungen

[ Einen Textauszug in die Gesamthand-
nalysieren; einen comment verfassen

s aymbol markiert differenziertes Material. Wenn nicht anders
esen, befinden sich die Materialien auf mittlerem Miveau.

einfaches Niveau @ mittleres Niveau @ schwieriges Niveau
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The plot of "Macbeth” — Essential incidents

Tasks

1. Use your knowledge of the play as well as the information from the grid te briefly
summarise the plot of "Macbeth” in your own words (ca. 150 words).

2. Write down your interpretationfevaluation of the individual incidents in the right
column of the grid.

3. Gel together in groups of three to four students and discuss your findings.

4. Creating an explanatory video:
a) Ingroups, choose ane essential incident from the plot of "Macbeth”.
b) Plan and create an explanatory video on the incident and its cons

wideo should cover about three to five minutes. Use the guidelin

) After showing your videos in class, use the feedback sheet to gi

back,

Tips for creating an explanatory video on

1. Choose wisely: Pick one key incident that has a
ters, Ask yourself: How does this moment chan
2. Understand before you explain: Make su
in your chosen scene and why it matte
themes (e.g.. ambition, quilt, fate vs, free wil
3. Plan your structure: A clear stru
= Introduction = What hap
- Analysis —Whuy is it important?
ar the plot?

- Conclusion = Wha his moment highlight?
4. Use clear and engaging langu - ly and confidently. Avoid just sum-
marising — instead, expla '

or example, you can use short reenactments or
2| quotations, illustrations or simple animations,
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Analysing Lady Macbeth — Working with extracts

Tasks
1. Inaplacemat activity, collect characteristics of an ambitious woman in the 21st centu-
ry.

2. [Extract 1: Read the extract and name all the expressions and images conjuring up a
sense of blackness or darkness,

3. Extract 2: What does Lady Macbeth blame her husband for and how does she go gbout
it psychologically?

. Extract 3; Describe Lady Macbeth's reaction in this moment of crisis.

5. [Extract 4: Rephrase this passage in modern English and explain what is
Lady Macbeth’s mind so heavily.

6. In pairs, create a visual presentation or poster titled “The rise and fa
showing her development from ambition to guilt. Use quotatigns a
how Shakespeare’s language reflects her inner state.

7. Inclass, carry out a debate on the following question: Wh
for the tragedy in “Macheth” — Macbeth or Lady Machsth?

images to show

Lady Macheth”

Procedure - Ca

Preparation:

«  Revisit your notes and findings

«  Collect evidence (quotations,
role in the tragedy.

+  Think about how each

«  Prepare at Lleast three Jrgume r position and one counterargu-
ment you can respand

Focus questions to guide yo ; :

«  Who first gi a of murdering Duncan?

« How dogs inflience the other?

es that Lady Macbeth is more responsible.
sresents an opening statement (2-3 minutes).
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Play, tragedy and tragic hero — Describing the play "Macbeth”

® :

Tasks

1. Read the text and highlight impertant infermation.

2. Llook at the terms used when dealing with plays, tragedies and tragic heroes. Choose
the correct term and fill in the gaps.

dimensions — soliloguy — existence — pity — Greek — restored — menologues — mi
ery — hybris — Elizabethan — inner — stage directions — motives

a) The function of a consists in the reve

acter's thoughts, emotions and to
b} One of the functions of a tragedy is to arouse the reader’s or vie
far the hera's

¢) Traditionally,

heroin the X
d) i the charac-

ters’ appearances.
e) Usually, Shakespeare’s tragedies start in an ive arder. At the end
of the play, it is (partially)

f)

al

h)
come
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