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People’s revolutions

The American Revolution — From the Seven Years’
War to the Declaration of Independence

Dr. Christoph Kunz
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The founding of the USA in 1776 —Tea, taxes and freedom for M 2
slaves?

The debate about when U.S. history begins is also about the causes of the North American colonies’
desire for independence from Great Britain. What role did the slavery issue play in this context?

Tasks
1. Work in pairs on the following tasks using the materials.
a) Describe the “Somerset Case” of 1772 and make assumptions about how the j
was received in the American colonies.
b) Describe the content of Lord Dunmore’s “Proclamation” of 1775, explain i
impact during the American War of Independence.
2. Present your findings to other pairs. Discuss the significance of the sla
these two examples.

The “Somerset case” of 1772
In 1772, a sensational judgement was made. James Som
bought by Charles Stewart, a Scottish merchant and cus ewas in

5 Somerset in chains and wanted to take him on a ship
set’s friends and supporters of the abolitigqj

10 to the soil of the British mothe atry s slavery was neither morally
nor politically justifiable.

was not abolished until the Slavery Abg Act of 2833. In order to compensate British slave

owners, the British gg ans, which at the time was equal to 40 per cent of
15 the British nationg nally repaid in 2015. In the United States of
America, whic ared its i i1 1776, the slavery issue was not resolved until
the American Civi : ern and southern states in 1861. After the end of

in whi ishe lighout the entire territory of the USA.

from Latin abolitio - abolition): The British abolitionist movement called for the abolition
16th and 17th centuries, the increasingly developing legal understanding in the British
mother count’q tended to assume that slavery was a relationship of service. A slave was therefore not
property under property law as in the colonies, but a person who was involuntarily in a service relation-
ship for the rest of their life. The abolitionist movement therefore argued in the “Somerset case” that
James Somerset was entitled to a trial.
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The history of the USA — Dates and events

What do you know about the history of the USA? Recall key dates and events.

Tasks

1. Match at least one event card to each of the date cards. Please note that there are several

events for some dates.

2. Use the cards to create a timeline: take a DIN A3 sheet of paper and stick the dates on

edge and the events in the line below.

1607 1755-1763

1776 1783

1823 1845
1861-1865 1812-1814/1815

A'In the American colonies,
protests against the tariff
policy escalate into the
Boston Tea Party.

B After the War of Independ
ence, the independence of
the 13 colonies is recog-

D President James Monroe
formulates “non-interfer-
ence” as a principle of U.S.
foreign policy. The Monroe
Doctrine states that the USA
does not interfere in Europe.

aim is to make the world
safer for democracy.

G English emigrants est3
lish the first permane
settlement in Jamg

| The British colonies in
North America declare their
independence from the
mother country.

J Foundig¥ of the Ord

Smith’s work “The Wealth
of Nations” is published,
which establishes economic
liberalism.

L Slavery is abolished
throughout the United
States after a civil war
between the northern and
southern states.

N George Washington
becomes the first President
of the USA.

O The U.S. Constitution
comes into force.
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Before the American Revolution — The Boston Massacre

The increase in taxes and customs duties turned the colonists against British policy. Bgffish
ments were moved to avoid unrest. The situation in Boston escalated on 5 March 17 e event
became known as the “Boston Massacre” and was immediately publicised in the nyfi

Tasks

1. Compare the two illustrations from 1770 and 1856.

2. Interpret the similarities and differences in terms of addressees, intende
context of origin.

The Boston Massacre
The tax and customs dispute outraged many colonists. The ou
5 March 1770, a Boston barber clashed with a simple Briti dly unpaid
bill. A crowd of interested Bostonians quickly gathere i r help: Seven
comrades, including a non-commissioned officer, rushed t
ans continued to grow, and the soldiers were pe i owballs filled with dung.
The soldiers felt harassed and began firing wilghy into the crowd wit ders. Three Bostonians
died immediately, two more died a few days 8er. The fi 3 was the harbour worker Crispus
Attucks, the offspring of one white and oge bla

BB N5t 30STON oxMarh ool apaty of e SOUREGT
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y versittibrary,  © “The Boston Massacre”, Wikimedia, public domai
Wikifnedre

Paul Revere, yplate engraving, 1770 John Bufford, colour lithograph, 1856
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The War for Independence (1l1) — Literature

Washington Irving (1783-1859) is considered the first world-class American writer. His short stories
also deal with events of the War of Independence.

Tasks
Rip Van Winkle awakens in Washington Irving’s eponymous story after 20 years. He has_slept

Washington Irving’s “Rip Van Winkle” (1819)
[...] He now hurried forth, and hastened to his old resort, the vil
too was gone. A large rickety wooden building stood in its place,
ing windows, some of them broken and mended with old hggs and

sign, however, the ruby face of King George,
10 a peaceful pipe; but even this was singul . red coat was

rition of a figure o

try folk, hurrying "y of night, as if on the wings of the wind.” Into
named Ichabod Crane. The first name comes from the
e is the glory from Israel”. He is very interested in
avours to win the daughter of the richest farmer. But
a young farmer from the valley. One evening, as the teacher

10

nd a pumpkin lying smashed on the ground. Bones goes on to
the rich farmer’s daughter and puts on a mischievous face when people talk
ane and the headless horseman. Some interpret the story as an expression
between two archetypal lifestyles — Crane, a materialist, and Bones, the
agricu producer - or in terms of tensions between the victorious New Eng-
land colonists and former Dutch settlers that arose after independence.

Text excerpt quoted from © https://www.ibiblio.org/ebooks/Irving/Sleepy/Irving_Sleepy.pdf, p. 7.
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America 1776 vs. 2026 — Ideas on U.S. history (IV) 19

U.S. foreign policy has been marked by the concepts of isolationism and interventionism. Isolation-
ism was already expressed by George Washington’s farewell address in 1796. The principles con-
tained therein shaped U.S. foreign policy into the 20th century. But the World Wars and the imag
of the USA as global peacemaker in 20™ century expressed the era of interventionism. What ab
U.S. foreign policy today?

Tasks

1. Read Washington’s quotation and the definition of interventionism. Then explain
ence between interventionism and isolationism.

2. Inform yourself about current developments of U.S. foreign policy and explai
with the two concepts (isolationism and interventionism).

3. 2026 marks the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of IndependencegDevelo
you could use what you have learnt to shape a culture of remembr.

George Washington in his farewell address in 1796
“Europe has a set of primary interests, which to us ha
tion. [...] Hence therefore it must be unwise in us to i
ties, in the ordinary vicissitudes of her politics, ogthe ions & colli-
sions of her friendships, or enmities.”

© https.//founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/05-20-02-0440-

Definition of interventionism
“Interventionism represents active participation ther countries’ affairs to influ-
iean interests, va or security objectives. Five-
ively ehgages in the affairs of other

ence outcomes that align with A
able defines it as a strategy whert
countries, often with the intent of i
own interests.”

© https://govfacts.org/explaine
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